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• Starting July 1, 2024, AEMT and Paramedic 
Certification Examinations will change.

• A new domain of clinical judgment will be assessed.

• The purpose of this packet is to provide examination 
content exemplars for AEMT and NRP candidates, 
EMS educators, state officials, and other interested 
parties.



This packet contains information in the following areas:

• Clinical judgment scenario sample screens

• Definitions of clinical judgment, which include aspects of 
leadership and communications

• The steps used in clinical judgment

• Sample of items used by National Registry

National Registry Sample Packet



Clinical judgment scenario snapshots

Examples of the scenario and items as viewed by the 
candidate in the testing center.





Theoretical framework for clinical 
judgment in EMS





Clinical judgment

The complete process of clinical reasoning (that is, the thought 
processes a clinician uses to evaluate and sort out a development) 
and clinical decision-making (that is, the inference of that thought 
process). Clinical judgment includes investigating, experimenting, 

synthesizing, critical-thinking, decision-making, and problem-
solving to employ a sensible solution for a given medical situation.



Leadership

An EMS practitioner’s ability to demonstrate the proper 
management and guidance of patient needs and the EMS 
setting, while using limited resources to improve patient 
outcomes and to ensure a safe scene. This is done by 
using knowledge, skills, and acquired competencies.





Clinical judgment steps identified in the 
framework

• Recognize cues
• Analyze cues
• Define hypothesis
• Generate solutions
• Take action
• Evaluation





Step 2: Analyze cues

A question associated with analyzing cues 
includes organizing, classifying, and matching the 

recognized cues to a clinical condition from the 
patient’s findings or issues from the EMS setting.







Step 5: Take action

A question associated with taking action determines which 
therapy or action that the learner intends to implement 

based on all the previous patient assessments, physical 
findings, scene findings, and the candidate’s clinical 

judgment.





Item types used during National 
Registry certification examinations

• Multiple choice
• Multiple response
• Graphical
• Drag-and-drop
• Build list (ordering and sequencing)
• Options box







Item type: Graphical

Candidates must use information 
provided in graphical form to answer the 

item. Examples of the graphics 
presented include charts, ECG rhythm 
strips, images, and pictures. Graphics 

may be included in any of the item types.



Item type: Drag-and-drop

Candidates must position several 
presented options into certain 
categories, classifications, or 

other identifiers as specified in 
the item instructions.





Item type: Options box

Candidates must classify, categorize, or identify several 
options presented in a table based on certain specified 

criteria.



For further details:  

Full article: A Proposed Theoretical Framework for Clinical Judgment in EMS (tandfonline.com)

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10903127.2022.2048756

