
Why are you making the change to the new AEMT Certification Examination and the 
Paramedic Certification Examination? 

Certification examinations are updated periodically to ensure alignment with changes as professional roles evolve. This 
also allows the certification examination to incorporate new advances in research, science, EMS, and technology that 
have occurred in both the testing and health care professions. Additionally, the changes to these examinations aligns 
with the requirements of the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA), our accreditor. 

If a candidate finishes their EMS course in the spring of 2024, can they wait until July 1 
and take the new AEMT Certification Examination or the new Paramedic Certification 
Examination?

Yes, they can. These decisions need to be made collaboratively between the school and the student. Candidates should 
work directly with their education program director and faculty to determine when they are ready to test and the proper 
time to test. The existing examination process will continue through June 30,2024. Beginning July 1, 2024, candidates 
will be required to take the new AEMT Certification Examination or new Paramedic Certification  Examination. 

Do the new AEMT Certification Examination and new Paramedic Certification Examination 
combine the two examinations – cognitive and psychomotor? 

The new AEMT Certification Examination and new Paramedic Certification Examination measure entry-level competency 
of the candidate in a single examination.

The new AEMT Certification Examination and new Paramedic Certification Examination evaluate a total of six domains:

 (1) airway, respiration & ventilation

 (2) cardiology & resuscitation

 (3) medical, obstetrical, and gynecology

 (4) trauma

 (5) operations

 (6) clinical judgment

What percent of the new AEMT Certification Examination is devoted to each domain?

*Note: items related to pediatric patient care will be integrated throughout the examination content.

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS 

The new AEMT Certification Examination and the new 
Paramedic Certification Examination 

Content Domain                                              Percent of Examination

Airway, Respiration & Ventilation*

Cardiology & Resuscitation*

Trauma*

Medical/Obstetrics/Gynecology*

EMS Operations

Clinical Judgment*

9% - 13%

11% – 15%

7% - 11%

25% - 29%

6% - 10%

31% - 35%



What percent of the new Paramedic Certification Examination is devoted to each domain?

*Note: items related to pediatric patient care will be integrated throughout the examination content.

** 30% of the Cardiology & Resuscitation domain is allotted to graphical items with ECG rhythm strips. 

Are there test plans available?

The new AEMT Certification Examination Test Plan: 
Access test plan

The new Paramedic Certification Examination Test Plan: 
Access test plan

What if a candidate takes their cognitive examination by June 30, 2024, but does not 
successfully complete their psychomotor examination? Will they still be able to take the 
psychomotor examination?

No. Candidates who do not complete both the current cognitive and psychomotor examinations by June 30, 2024, 
will have to take the new AEMT Certification Examination or new Paramedic Certification Examination.

If a candidate already passed the psychomotor examination, will they need to take the new 
AEMT Certification Examination or new Paramedic Certification Examination as well?

If a candidate has successfully passed either the current psychomotor or cognitive examinations but has not passed 
the other examination by June 30, 2024, they will be required to take the new AEMT Certification Examination or new 
Paramedic Certification Examination.

What about a candidate who has passed both the cognitive and psychomotor examinations 
prior to July 1, 2024? Is their certification still valid?

Yes, if a candidate has successfully passed both the psychomotor and cognitive examinations by June 30, 2024, 
the candidate will be certified by the National Registry. However, Nationally Registered EMS Clinicians are required 
to renew their certification every two years. Recertification can be accomplished by either taking the certification 
examination or by completing continuing education.

What about a clinician whose certification expires after July 1 and plans to recertify by 
examination (RBE)? 

The clinician will take the new AEMT Certification Examination or the new Paramedic Certification Examination. 

What if a candidate’s PATT (Psychomotor Authorization to Test) states a psychomotor 
examination date after July 1, 2024? 

All PATT expiration dates have been changed to the psychomotor discontinuation date of June 30, 2024. No PATTs 
are valid after June 30, 2024. 

If candidates are seeking to be certified before their PATT expiration, they will have to successfully pass both the 
psychomotor and cognitive examinations by June 30, 2024, to become nationally certified. 
Candidates also have the option to wait until July 1, 2024, and they will only have to take the new AEMT Certification 
Examination or new Paramedic Certification Examination.

Content Domain                                              Percent of Examination

Airway, Respiration & Ventilation*

Cardiology & Resuscitation**

Trauma*

Medical/Obstetrics/Gynecology*

EMS Operations

Clinical Judgment*

8% - 12%

10% – 14%

6% - 10%

24% - 28%

8% - 12%

34% - 38%

https://nremt.org/getmedia/ae90d9db-c974-49e1-a43b-f1dddd4ea365/AEMT-Test-Plan_Public_final.pdf
https://nremt.org/getmedia/0e883e26-17df-4f8c-8a3f-a7ad581cf714/Paramedic-Test-Plan_public_final.pdf


Will candidates need additional education (training) for the new AEMT Certification 
Examination and the new Paramedic Certification Examination?

To successfully pass the new AEMT Certification Examination or the new Paramedic Certification Examination, 
educational programs will need to educate and evaluate students on their abilities to make clinical judgments, 
communicate effectively, and exhibit leadership skills required during the management of an EMS call. Programs will 
need to review their curricula and determine if any adjustments are needed.

What is the price of the new AEMT Certification Examination? 

The AEMT Certification Examination fee is $159 (previously $144). 

What is the price of the new Paramedic Certification Examination?

The Paramedic Certification Examination fee is $175 (previously $160).         

Will the new AEMT Certification Examination and the new Paramedic Certification 
Examination still be administered by Pearson VUE?

Yes. We have been working in collaboration with our partners to ensure the new AEMT Certification Examination and 
the new Paramedic Certification Examination will be ready to be administered beginning July 1, 2024.

Will the testing locations and procedures change?

The new AEMT Certification Examination and the new Paramedic Certification Examination will be given at Pearson 
VUE sites, please see: https://home.pearsonvue.com/nremt
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